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As of this month, we now havo teenagers in the house! To celebrate,
last week | took my (now) teenage son for a couple of daykiiofysand
“man stuff’ in the Tennessee mountains. The snow was the beseéima
decade (though I'm still reminded by certain body parts notsthfjtand the
food delicious, but my favorite part of the trip might have béenvtorld’s
largest knife store. | didn’'t know there were sanmy different kinds of
cutlery! Talking to the salesmen was also likeiggta layman’s lesson in
metallurgy; much of which reminded me of the bodlbrist

Think about this: what is the material which forms the bladelmibst
every knife made? The answer is “steel’. But how do you nsadel?
Well, as you might guess, you start with iron. Iron is one ofthioisigs that
people have been using for a long time. We name a whole age af hist
after it! It is readily available and extraordinarily useful. Théofam is that
it won't make a very good blade by itself. It is relatywsbft and it quickly
rusts in the humidity. So how do we make knives?

Many years ago, probably as he was holding iron over the dinegtsody
discovered that the iron got harder when it was exposed to theoaha
which is high in carbon (diamonds are pure carbon). That was the Imeginni
of carbon steel, a material that we have all around us.to8ay while steel
is much harder than iron, it still rusts when exposed to meisag years
later someone discovered that by adding chromium you can makeéss”
or rust-resistant steel.

Over time, we have learned how to add more ancemmaterials to steel
to make it even harder, stronger, and more able to resist abaaslorrack-
ing. | won't bore you with my limited knowledge of the listtbé materials,
but “alloys” (the term for steels formed by addimgltiple elements) are a
wonderful illustration of how we arbetter and stronger because of our
differencesn the body of Christ.

Maybe you are like a piece of iron or simple steel — notghaty, but
really tough! Nobody sees the steel structure that méleeskieleton of a
building, but it is the most important part of the structures the first thing
placed on top of the foundation and the thing that supports and énads
thing else together. There are many who are not loud, not flistydon’t
do a lot to get themselves noticed; yet they are as tandlsubstantial as a
piece of steel. They are faithful, dependable, and reliablema&tter what

happens around them, they persistently follow Christ. When otreiia a
panic over the latest crisis, these “steelers” continue to drive down theemiddl
of the road.

Others are good at “preventing corrosion”. They spot problevesy e
recognize what will likely lead to problems, and urge othelsetoautious or
even repent. If we were all like that, it would be a problechremium is a
good additive to steel or good for coating car bumpers, but cantbe on
its own — but we all benefit when we weigh the cautions of our wary friends.

Some elements help to make steel “fine grained”. Steél tivdse ele-
ments will take a mirror-like polish. Maybe you are ondhaise who are
good at giving that extra attention to detail. You know howubon the
finishing touches or how to say things just right so that othersnstructed
and encouraged.

One last thought is this — no matter what materials you cogrddingood
steel has to be properly “heat treated” or “tempered”.s tifien heated to
over 1000 degrees as a way of making all of its atoms align and tm
gether in just the right way. It is not heated to pull it azstin the biblical
analogy of refining by heating to skim off impurities). It isatesl to make it
hold together.

Sometime God turns up the heat to refine us personally, but sometimes H
turns up the heat on us as a bodyeimperus corporately It might be
through a crisis within the body. It could be through a case apliiee It
might be tight finances or uncomfortable changes in the life obtuly.
Whatever it might be, these are not times to come apatblaid together
as the body of Christ. They are occasions to draw nearet@maother, lean
upon and learn from one another; not a time to pull away freenanother
(because of embarrassment, anger or disappointment). They dadepceg
of God by which He makes us more fit for His service as a congregation!

Praise God for the ways in which He has made us different, eind y
brought us together for our strengthening and His glory!

~Pastor Marty

TheMarch edition of is available (free of charge)
to all members and visitors; pick up your copy today!

The sacrament of tHeord’s Supperwill be celebrated (and a
Mercy Offeringreceived) Sundayarch 7", during evening worship.
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In the event of inclement weather (snow, ice, etc.), lookdsing information for
Fellowship Presbyterian Churclon WYFFE Channel 4 you may also check their

website Wwww.wyff4.con) for the same closing list.
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Plan to join us onSunday, March 21, following evening worship,
for a picnic supperand
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It was a great day in Bethlehem. Boaz redeemed Ruth aond was born to
them. It was such an event in the town that the whole neigbbdrcelebrated.
The narrative gives the idea of Obed, the newly born bbéing carried
through the streets of the city with dancing andgsig until arriving at
Naomi's house and there the child is placed on bmsom. In addition to
bringing the boy to his grandmother, the women haf town also proclaim
blessings upon Obed. Their words are not merelhegsbut are declarations
of what boy will certainly be

The first thing they said about Obed is that he wouldfdieNaomi a
“restorer of life.” This is in contrast to Naomi’s bitterness in thetfthapter of
Ruth. After the death of her husband and two sons, Naomleftasone with
no way to support herself; her sadness and bitternessongreat that she even
changed her name (Ruth 1:20-21). But now, the Lord has providedkamer
for Naomi, this newly born lad, and he will become a sowftlife, joy and
hope for her.

Brothers and sisters, have you been a source objoyf sadness and bitter-
ness to your parents and those around you? Sloviadisten to godly instruction
and counsel, disobedience, hanging around the weongpanions (those who lead
us far from the standards of the Word of God), Ezéhess (like not doing our best
on school assignments) are some ways we can beitigess and bitterness to our
parent's life. On the other hand an obedient, haodking, bible-loving child a
certainly a source of gladness to his/her paremesirt. Do you remember the ex-
pression of pleasure and joy on your parents’ fabhen you do what is right? Isn’t
it great? Don’t you want to see that smile condyamn their faces?

The second thing the women say about the Obedatshid will bea sustaine
of Naomi’s old ageThe child will not onlyprovidelife and joy for her but will
alsomaintainit. It is very interesting to note this preoccupatiorhim ©ld Testa-
ment with the welfare of elderly folks. The fourth commandir{®att. 15:4)
clearly obligates all of us to obey our parents (and throaathority) and one of
its implications is that we are to take care of therhéir old age.

Do you care for your folks now? Are you caring, for exEmnjor your
grandparents, serving them when they are in need? What ahouparents?
Are you aware of your responsibility now to care fomtieDo you help them
by working around your house (cutting the grass, cleaning ftioe tgking out
the garbage, etc.)? What about the elderly in your churchyoDasee to their
welfare by making our facilities a safe place for tHemo you avoid running
inside the church when they are around? Do you cheerfully pifer help;
perhaps carry things, open doors, escort elderly folnih out of the building,
etc? These are all ways to be a godly child (and sofijog!plike Obed.

Brothers and sisters, this is certainly the will of Gadyour life: that you
would be a godly child. He gives you clear instructions examples in His
word not for your instruction alone but for your practice Be other hand,
without Christ, you can do nothing. Apart from the Holy SpifitGod, you
certainly will have neither strength nor desire to be goatly Christian. There-
fore, flee to Him! Pray that He would daily change yowarhehat He would, by
His mercy and power, mortify day by day the sinfulnessdbates in you and
He would make you more and more like your Savior.

~Breno
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A special arm of Mission to the World (MTW) is tlidsaster Re-
sponse Ministry (DRM). Its volunteers respond rapidly to calls from
around the world to bring medical care, crisis counsdimqport, and en-
gineering/ construction assistance after a disastdtestriThey partner
with church planters already in the field to strengtbkarch plants and
gain access to areas which previously may not havedpsnto the gos-
pel. The team’s disaster response training enables thgomip in and
work together from the beginning, even though most of thawe never
met before. They respond as a small, self-sustaininbijlenonit that al-
lows them to set up and live in a refugee camp with theyees. This
opens up incredible opportunities to share the eternaistftthe gospel
even in closed countries that otherwise would not hase hecessible.

This Disaster Response Ministrg leading the PCA’s response to the
unprecedented disaster in Haiti. Their assessment teatrinndanuary 22
to evaluate conditions on the ground in regardseirity, local trans-
portation, infrastructure, general conditions, @neatest needs. The first
follow-up medical team arrived January 29, followsda second team
February 9. A third team is expected to arrive cardi 1.

Daily medical clinics are being administered byotdoctors, five
nurses, and two mental health professionals. ThéVM&am is fully
integratednto working at the small hospital near the refugee caBome
days they have treated over 300 patients, many for paim impact or
falling debris, dehydration, or infections. Specialemtion is given to
every child who enters the tent, giving them stickentpring books,
bracelets, and small toys.

The family of MTW missionary Esaie Etienne was exated soon
after the quake, but Esaie stayed on to hold dzilyrch services for
survivors and relief workers

In mid-February, one month after the quake, the Haitiarergonent
reported hundreds buried in mass graves, 7,000 had loshaor $g, and
1.5 million are sleeping on the streets. As the stinaith Haiti nears the
transition from immediate crisis to long-term recovéyi, W continues its
ministry to these needy people. A team member repofted; can start
to see a difference in Port-au-Prince and in the &faigieople since the
teams arrived. People are trying to get back to ngirmal.

For the continuing story, see MTW'’s website, Twittgdates, and
Facebook page:

http:/Mww.mtw.org/caring/haiti.asp
http://twitter.com/MTW_Haiti
http://www.facebook.com/pages/MTW/176614515627




