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by Martin H. Martin

In beginning a new Sunday evening series through the Gospel of

Mark, | have found myself both chuckling and reflecting uporaau-
ment that occurs among Jesus’ disciples. You probably résrehrow
James and John ask Jesus to give them the “top spdis kingdom.
Jesus responds that they will suffer, but not necegsadeive the spots
they are seeking. All of this leads to the other destiples becoming
angry with James and John. The others don't like tbetfat somebody
tried to box them out! In fact, the gospels show us thaatdeast one
occasion they had an argument over who was greatest desukes
their egotism by teaching that greatness in the kingdoodfis about
service; and the greatest is the one who makes himséife to all.

All of this prompts me to ask, “How am | serving agf2Am | seek-
ing to make myself a slave to others?” If | am toifpady pursue humil-
ity in that way, how do | do it? In honor of all of tfi@merly-military
types that we have in our congregation, | have comeitlptine acronym
PTES (pronounced with the “P” silent, like it is in p&aotyl); which
stand for Prayer, Time, Encouragement and Service.

As it should be with most things, we start with Pray@ne of the
best ways we can serve one another is to prayferanother. What can
possibly be of more help to us than someone intercedingsfbefore the
throne of the Almighty! We should pray for the thingsttiva know one
another needs. But we should also pray that God would ogeor&for
the second thing — Time!’

As | think about service, | realize that we cannot esenvisolation,
and we are an extraordinarily isolated society. We dg@ehd any time
together. We work in cubicals, eat lunch in fronthed tomputer, then go
home to watch satellite TV and surf the web. We speast of our time
alone; and when the phone rings we don’t even answewé prefer to
text!

So how can we have more time together? If you &eertie, you al-
ready feel like you don’t have any to spare. Every daywak, followed
by practices of one form or another; then dinner, homewad bed.
Saturday is dominated by games and Sunday we only sbeodzer

briefly before and after church.

Might | suggest lunches? Many of us have stacked day, bsit of
us need to take some kind of break for lunch. Use thasmot to call a
brother or sister and suggest you meet somewheraloagbit together.
When we spend time together we get to know one anaticlr that we
become aware of needs and opportunities to serve otteeano

As you spend time together over a sandwich, prayerfulhk for
opportunities to encourage. It may be something as siagppcommend-
ing a friend where you see they are laboring faitifof handling some-
thing in a way that gives glory to God. It might be gh@mwith them how
you have struggled in the same way, how God has sustamuednd
what helped you deal with the situation effectively. T$ost of encour-
agement can be informal, goes both ways and often flewsaily when
we spend time together.

Finally, as we pray for opportunities, spend time togedine seek to
encourage one another, we often become aware of tie#dse are in a
position to meet. It might be giving somebody a bfiah appointment or
a few hours of time to help them move. It might bexgsiome particular
abilities we have such as medical or financial experttsmight be mak-
ing a phone call to open a door through which that perse@dswill be
met.

Of course all of this is the opposite of what the gissi (and we) do
naturally. We get busy, feel we have no time and thinkynthings are
beneath us. Jesus teaches, and ultimately demonsthategreatness is
when we make ourselves lower than others so that whtmegve and
build them up.

~Pastor Marty

In light of the tremendous need for relief in Haiti, the
Deacons have called for @pecial Haiti Relief Offering to be received
throughSunday, January 3% checks should be made out to FP®d
marked “Haiti Relief”. After funds have been received, the money will
be sent (through a local PCA church) to PMH, Presbyterian Missions
Haiti, which is a PCA affiliated ministry comprised of Haitiaationals.
Please note PMH has an active board (including a PCA Deacon ffom
Greenville) which provides diligent oversighatl funds given will be
properly used and will be connected to the ministry of uspel

TheFebruary edition of is available (free of charge)
to all members and visitors; pick up your copy today!

The sacrament of tHeord’s Supperwill be celebrated
SundayFebruary 7", during morning worship.
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for asoup & sandwich suppeandtime of fellowship

% Plan to join us orsunday, February 2%, following evening worship,
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When | go to Brazil | always use the opportunity totvsime doctors and
do some check-ups. This time | went to a gastroenterolagib@after success-
fully passing many of his tests, he finally found somethingetled to fix: lose
weight! | suddenly realized that | would not have to spendhntinee thinking
about my New Year’s resolution!

There are some who are against New Year’s resolutidmsy $ay that
Christians should have a continual, day-by-day, changinglifgys exercising
the duty of self-examination and adapting all areasfeftt the standards of
God as set forth in the Scriptures. Although | agree withstatement, | recog-
nized that, for some cultural reason, the beginning of a yeaw is always a
time when we are more susceptible to changing habits thathesn prejudicial
to us (like eating fast food!). And it is on this basiattl'd like to suggest some
things to consider when making your resolutions for this yesw.

First, start with your LORD God. Remember who He is. Consider His
sanctity and holiness, marvel at His infinite gracel mercy and on the basis of
who God is, remember He calls His people to be hkm. Let this knowledge
affect your resolutions, check and see if they mése and point you to God’s
character and attributes. This may also be a good to be encouraged by the
fact that this great God is your Father; He haspéelb you even being the sinner
that you are. Let your soul be filled with gratigydeading you to a life of service.

Second, consider the Son, our holy Savior Jesus CHrigonsider the
manner in which He lived, the words He used in differentasiitns, His reac-
tions to the many circumstances of His life; let thesesitlerations guide you in
formulating you resolutions. If you are quick to lose yamper, resolve to be
patient as Christ. If it is hard for you to forgive atheesolve to be as merciful
as Christ. Use all the biblical narratives to filiuy resolutions with illustrations
from the life of Christ and use them as your model farr yadaily life (maybe
that is a good time to resolve to read the gospel®inehtirety).

Third, consider who you are and the work of the HolySpirit in your
life. When making resolutions it is easy to make the mistlteisting in our
own strengths and abilities to do them; this is exactly we fail miserably!
We forget the teaching of Scripture which explains @mtan do nothing apart
from the transforming power of God the Holy Spirit (Phil2:Rom. 8:11-13).
Resolve, then, not to trust in your resolutions, neitbetrust in yourself, but
seek strength and power in Him who convicts “the worldirfagd righteous-
ness and judgment” (John 16:8-11).

When trying to apply these principles to my resolution sirig weight this
year | figured out, by meditating upon the Father and His hslinkat much of
the weight | gained during these years was due to my gaftérns when eat-
ing, by not selecting the best food for my body or by nangah a humble
manner. By meditating upon the Son and His life of abnegatwaslencour-
aged to follow the example of my Savior even in thisaned | understood the
necessity of denying myself when it comes to food. Butd aleerstood that
without the aid of the Holy Spirit, | cannot overcome thrdu$ patterns of my
diet nor my inappropriate food desires. And, thereforengdo Him in prayer,
asking for self-control and strength to be diligeniving a healthier life.

~Breno
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by Carolyn Root

On November 1, 2009 the Discovery Bay Internationa
CommunityChurch of Hong Kong (DBICC) voted to call James to
be its next pastor. The Buckners had been prayerfully considering

this possibility for several months. They believe th&l to be
God's clear leading. It is a good ministry and spirituétl match
for them at this stage in their lives, and James metivtbecriteria
that the elders and pastoral search committee were podirin a
pastor.

Therefore, James and Bonnie have resigned from Mission to

the World (MTW) as of the end of 2009. They would like tartk
the loving MTW staff and faithful friends in many churcHes

their prayers and support over the past 26 years. This beautiful

hymn by Joseph Hart, written in 1759, expresses their thizekss
for God'’s leading in their lives:

How good is the God we adore,

Our faithful unchangeable Friend!
His love is as great as His power,
And knows neither measure nor end!

‘Tis Jesus the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home,
We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that’s to come.

The Buckners welcome our continued prayers, notes, and

friendship as they undertake this new ministry.

Rev. and Mrs. James Buckner
13 Lotus Road, Fairview Park
Yuen Long, NT Hong Kong
jouckner@psmail.net
http://web.me.com/dbicchurch/DBICC/Welcome.html




