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by Martin H. Martin

So what are you getting this year for Christmas? Some baus al-
ready gotten our presents. Others are looking forward toigvhaming. As
you think about it, what are the really great gifts?

As | begin to look to the holiday season, | am reminded of a scene in C.S.
Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch and the WardrobBut it is not the scene of Ed-

upon God as often as we desire. Have you ever considered dravugiit is
that you, individually, with the aid of no one at all can callrugfee Creator
of the universe. God is never unavailable, never unwilling to listarer ne
unable to give what it is you need.

We could go on about all the gifts God has given to His people, but don
forget that these are gifts given for our good to be useHifoglory in ser-
vice with and to His people. But do we delight in these tgfegfts? Do
we rejoice in the timelessness of these gifts? Do we tloe opportunity to
serve Him through the use of what He has given?

This is a wonderful season of the year, but also a hard orsorive.
Some of us do not have available at the end of 2009 all of whataén
2008. Some have downsized. Others are facing uncertainty abouthehat
coming year holds.

But there is no uncertainty with regard to God and His gifts. pdrtfo-
lio is not down! You won't incur an increase in taxes tl@arybecause of
what He has given. You won't have to pay more for gas ofrigiegjust to
make them work. God’s gifts are good, timeless and effectifey give
life, healing, strength and joy.

Rejoice this season in the gifts that your Heavenly Fathemghan to
you! Delight in those things which He continues to use to sHisagood-
ness to you!

Pastor Marty

mund eating Turkish delight or Peter in the last battle. Itesstiene when
the children meet Father Christmas and he gives them giftsth®giifts he
gives are not toys to be used in play; they are weapons andaes to be
used in battle. To Peter he gives a sword and a shiehistan a bow and a
horn, and to Lucy a dagger and a vile of healing elixir. Theyifeto be
used to battle Aslan’s enemies, to call for help and to heal the injured.

Think in this holiday season about the wonderful gifts that God has given
to us His people. First and foremost, He has given us His 3ast as Aslan
came to the children, not just to lead them and teach them, loli¢ for
them; so Christ came in the flesh to live as we should have lived and to die as
we deserve to die. He did all of that so that we might be His precious posses-|
sion.

But He has also given us the sword of the Spirit, His Word. ddney
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Our traditional service of.essons & CarolgScripture readings,
choir anthems and congregational carols) will be held Sunday,
December 18, at 6:00 PM followed by aChristmas Reception
(heavy hors d'oeuvres & Christmas cookies/ desserts)
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sons loves swords; and | confess that | have an appreciatitmem myself.
They are simple, straightforward (no pun intended), reliable andeme
We can say the same of the Word of God. Have you ever ththaghthe

Thecurrent monthly editions of are available (free of charge)
to all members and visitors; pick up your cdpythe library) today!

words contained in Scripture are just as true, rich and reliattéey as they
were two thousand years ago? You don't have to read fivdrédimifferent
books to know how to walk in wisdom. You don’t need a PhD toedis
truth from error. The Bible is all you need.

And Christ has given you, Christian, His Holy Spirit. No nrattbere
you go, the Holy Spirit is with you. No matter what youefathe Spirit of

Christ is right there with you — reminding you, instructing you, eragiog

and strengthening you. When you are weak, He will hold you together
When you are terrified because you must have a difficult eeatien and
you don’t know if you will be able to get through, He is going before you and
preparing the ground before you get there.

Like Susan’s horn, we have also been given prayer so thatyi aail
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The sacrament of tHeord’s Supperwill be celebrated during morning worship on

Sunday, December'B and in the evening cBunday, January 16
(a specialMercy Offeringwill be received during thiservice as well).
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Plan to join us orSunday, January 17following evening worship!
for abowl of chili andtime of fellowship

A total of $5720.00 was given to th
Building Fund in loving memory of Mr. Ron Hughey.
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by Carolyn Root

The Quartermans have moved to a new apartmentés$a (see new address be-
low). Their son Ty also moved to Virginia with Hikkrainian wife Irene. This month
marks one year since Darlene’s mother died. Thae weankful to get back to Vir-
ginia in time to see her beforehand, and Clay lkfperform the funeral. Their sons
came from Mississippi and Washington state, alority ¥heir daughter-in-law and
granddaughter Kendra. So it was a good time withilfa When they got back, they
plunged into church ministries -- counseling leadereparing for Presbytery, present-
ing a seminary tutorial in Kyiv, etc.

Praise the Lord that Odessa Presbyterian Churshnoa the lawsuit against the
Actors Guild, which had been occupying the grouidrfof the church building. The
elders have been working with them to help finchth@nother home. When they are
gone, the church will have more room for its mirést.

The Kotovskogo church plant of the Odessa chueshbdeen meeting for a year in a
rented hall on the north side of town — in an a£&00,000 people. Pastor George
decided this area was ripe for a church plant.rAfteeting in several places, they fi-
nally found two small rooms behind a supermarkétere they could squeeze in 40
people. Since the space was unfinished, the owa&med two years of rent, on condi-
tion that they would refurbish it. However, wherm tiepairs were completed, he went
back on his word; and kicked them out without atheoplace to meet. This happened
while Pastor George was on a mission trip to Russidis assistant, Andrei Nabatov,
a seminary student, had to deal with it on his oWat a lot to fall on his young
shoulders!

Since the Odessa church has taken over many nesjs€Clay and Darlene work
with and through them, and no longer need a larggsiom staff. Therefore, TULIP
Publishing Company moved into the office in Ode34aLIP Publishing is a ministry
of the Odessa Presbyterian Church on behalf oPthsbytery of Ukraine. It publishes
Reformed works in Russian and Ukrainian, conneatiith well-known publishers in
the West to provide quality translations.

The ministry includes an organized church, a mafiqpresbytery, a publishing
house, a counseling center, etc. Several people ta&en jobs within those organiza-
tions. The Family Life Counseling Center of Odesssponsored by a group in Bir-
mingham, AL and the Covenant Counseling Centeilomptes Christian ethics and life
skills in members of the Odessa churches, as walhaoutreach to the community.

The Evangelical Reformed Seminary of Ukraine (ERR&Udoing well. Clay, the
president, has recently taught “The Church andsBan Education” and facilitated
“Missions History” and “Christian Ministry.” Theinew system of student mentoring
uses a portfolio system. Continuing education samitare being provided for semi-
nary graduates, in which more Ukrainians are inedlin facilitation.

Please pray for the Quartermans and their fruitfiistry in the Ukraine and be-
yond. In early November their daughter-in-law Irémédampton, VA, finally received
her Green Card! — so now she doesn't need to vedroyt getting a job, travel, etc.
This is a real answer to prayer.

Clay and Darlene Quarterman Mission to the World
Preobrazhenskaya St. 18, Apt. 5 1600 North Brown Road
Odessa, Ukraine 65000 Lawrenceville, GA 30043
www.clayg.com WWW.mtw.org
cgmissiono@yahoo.com

dquarterman@mtwukraine.org




