
because Christ is not helpless.  So quit looking at you and look at Christ!  
Looking at you is like looking down at the ground for a handle by which 
you can pull yourself up!  Will that work?  Of course not, so look up at 
Christ! 

But also notice this:  if you are a Christian then Christ has already 
redeemed you.  That means you have been bought out of slavery to sin.  
You have been made alive.  You have been given the Spirit of Christ who 
is at work in you to produce both a desire and the ability to be pleasing to 
your heavenly Father!  You are not dead and you are not dead in sin any 
longer.  You are a priest clothed in the righteousness of Christ.  So live 
like what you already are in Christ! 

Some of us will walk into school on Monday.  We will see all 
manner of things happening in the hallways.  We will be pressured to 
conform to what we see, in part because we want people to like and 
accept us and in part because we are told that is “normal”.  But that is not 
what you are Christian!  That is not what Jesus gave His body and blood 
for you to be!  You have been set apart for better than “normal”. 

It might be the lifestyle of the college students around you, or the 
ethics of your co-workers, or the allure of the possessions around you; 
but whatever the distraction or discouragement might be, the Apostle 
John reminds you that you have been destined not to live in dwellings 
that rot and fall down and to waste life chasing one diversion after an-
other.  You have been saved to stand around the throne and join in the 
scene of Revelation 4 and 5! 

Are you discouraged?  Defeated?  Despondent?  Look up, raise your 
arms to your Father, and walk in the power of His grace becoming more 
and more what He has destined you to be! 

 
  ~Pastor Marty 
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Are you ever a “pessimistic” Christian?  Do you ever find yourself 
cynical or feeling defeated?  And when you think about it, do you realize 
that it is not because of the behavior of people “out there”, the non-
Christian and unchurched in our society, but because of the quality of 
your own walk with Christ?  Have you simply come to have very low 
expectations for yourself and for others? 

We might react in a number of ways when we find ourselves think-
ing such thoughts.  We might simply become despondent, which usually 
leads to inactivity or giving in to sin.  Or we might look for a new book 
or some person to give us a list of things to do (attainable things) so that 
we feel we have made some headway.  We might “dig deep”, refuse to 
fail and press on in our own strength.  I’m struck, however, that God 
often encourages and motivates us by reminding us what we already 
are and what we one day will be in Christ. 

Think about the scene around the throne in heaven in Revelation 5 as 
Christ is praised with the words, “Worthy are You to take the book and 
break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your 
blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.  You have 
made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign 
upon the earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10) 

This shows you and me what we already are and what we are be-
coming in Christ!  Christians certainly suffer and even fail in this life, 
but we have been redeemed so that we might be priests of the King! 

Don’t make the mistake we often do of focusing on seals and 
plagues, attempting to understand exactly what those will be and when 
they will occur, and miss the beginning of vs. 9.  Christ is the One who is 
worthy and able to break the seals of the book!  John wept loudly in vs. 4 
because there was no creature in all of creation able to open the book.  
But Christ is able!  Christ is the One who made all things, who entered 
His creation as a man and who died and rose to save His people.  We are 
incapable of saving ourselves; and for that matter, of transforming our-
selves.  But Christ is able. 

In yourself, you are helpless; but in Christ you are not helpless 
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Phone: (864) 877-3267   Fax: (864) 877-0564 
Email:  office@fellowshippres.org 
Website:  www.fellowshippres.org 
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The November edition of ������������������������������������  is available (free of charge)  
to all members and visitors; pick up your copy (in the narthex) today! 
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 A total of $4670.00 was given to the 
Building Fund in loving memory of Mr. Ron Hughey. 
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�The deadline for bringing your gift-filled 
              shoe boxes is noon on Friday, November 20th (remember to include your 
$7.00 or more in each shoe box). Don’t miss this tremendous opportunity to be a part 
of the Samaritan’s Purse project to bring gifts, hope and most importantly, the gospel 
to these children.  ~Thank you, Gwen Hughey 
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by Martin H. Martin 
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Ecclesiastes 12:1 

 

 If there was a man on earth who probably knew what was to have fun this 
man was King Solomon. Let us take a quick review of his life. The Bible does 
not tell us much about his infancy but it does tell us that Solomon was David’s 
son. This information is enough to conclude that He was born and raised among 
the royalty of Israel. He probably had the best teachers possible. He had the best 
clothing a boy his age could have, the coolest cloaks available and the best 
shoes. He probably had the best toys and maybe even got to play with the sling 
David used to kill Goliath. Solomon grew and became the wisest king on earth, 
but even though all this excitement was present in his life, his conclusion 
(especially for you young boy and girl) is that old age will come and the most 
important thing to do now is to remember God. 

Now, how are you to remember God? In the next verses, and in a very po-
etic way, Solomon will give you many hints. He first speaks of the day when the 
heavenly bodies will not give their lights anymore (verse 2). It seems that he is 
referring to the moment in our lives when our sight will not function so well. 
And mindful of that, you must be concerned about the way you use your eyes 
today. What have you been looking at? What kind of websites are you visiting 
when you surf in the internet? Do you respect the age limits of T.V. programs 
and of video games? These are all ways of keeping your eyes from evil and of 
using this sense in a way mindful of your God. 

 He next speaks of the keepers of the house trembling and of a strong man 
being bent (verse 3). It seems that Solomon was worried about the way we use 
our bodies and even our strength. And what an important preoccupation is that 
in our days! Many times we employ the strength of our legs and arms for our 
own pleasure (to run around and play with our brother and friends) and yet are 
lazy when it comes to helping others, to doing our chores at home, to helping 
clean the church building we use to worship every Sunday. It is also important 
(particularly for you, young ladies) when it comes to the use of your body. In a 
society that worships sensuality are you being careful with the clothes you wear 
and do you look for modest apparel to buy? 

 Another ability Solomon seems to consider very important in the youth is 
the hearing. He writes about “when the sound of the grinding is low” which 
leads us to think about what you hear while you are young. With so much con-
temporary Christian music being produced, are you being careful about the con-
tent of the lyrics? And while exercising your Christian liberty and listening to 
non-Christian music, are you even more careful with the content of those songs? 
Or are you not worried about these things at all? Remember, you are called to 
remember your God even in the use of ears. This also involves the content of 
conversations that you listen to among friends. Do they honor your commitment 
with your God to remember Him all moments of your life? 

My young brother and sister in Christ, you may not be as rich, powerful, 
and important as King Solomon was in his youth, but the Lord of Heaven, your 
Father, did not call you to be all those things. He certainly did call you to re-
member Him now, in your youth, and to be faithful to Him while you are young. 

 
      ~Breno 

In the 14 years they have been in Mexico, God has used the Salinas 
family to help plant five churches in the area of Zihuatanejo. One of them 
is an English-speaking church. Alejandro Bravo, president of the county 
of Zihuatanejo, recently met with the pastors in the city and proclaimed 
his desire to see Zihuatanejo turn away from drug wars and crime and 
come to Christ. God still turns the hearts of kings, presidents, and ordi-
nary citizens, for His glory! 

A nurse at the church, Rose, has regularly visited patients at the hos-
pital in Zihuatanejo and shared the Gospel. She became aware that many 
elderly folks were homeless. As a result of prayer and deliberation, the 
church has acquired some land for a home for seniors. Now they are rais-
ing funds to construct an Abandoned Senior Refuge. As a way to raise 
money for this home, Alisa Duncan, a single missionary on their team, 
biked from Zihuatanejo to Oklahoma City (2,050 miles). The Salinas 
family accompanied her on bikes about 6 miles to the place where the 
home will be built. You can see Alisa’s blog at www.bethechangeok.org. 

After the homegoing of Austin Whetsell, some hand bells were given 
to the youth of the Vida Nueva (New Life) church. The hand bells are 
played by changing color cards, and the children have enjoyed using 
them to play hymns for preludes, the communion service, and when visit-
ing shut-ins.  

During August an evangelistic trip to Argentina resulted in 167 Gos-
pel presentations and 44 new converts. Praise the Lord!  

The Salinas family has requested prayer for a renewed desire to serve 
Christ and for open doors of opportunity. If you would like to share in 
their ministry, please contact them at: 
 

Rev. and Mrs. Guillermo Salinas 
Apdo. 600, Zihuatanejo, Guerrero 40880, MEXICO 

52-755-554-6696 home 52-755-115-0843 cell 
gsalip@prodigy.net.mx www.pefministry.org 
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by Carolyn Root 
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