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by Martin H. Martin .

| was speaking the other night with a friend who Wips in a Baptist
fellowship, and was excited to hear his enthusiasm de$eribed a class
he is taking on the Protestant Reformation. | found thizseing to dig
deep just to keep up with what he was learning! He namedhistorical
giant after another and related how each was used ihighgicture of
God’s work in His church throughout the centuries. Itineled me how
October is not just a time to enjoy changing leaves, &lodnd German
food; but to reflect on how God has worked in history tesprve and
send revival to His church. As you reflect on God’s wairkevival and
reformation, praise Him for giving His people a renewedeunstanding
(not “new”, because it was there in front of us adhaj) of certain funda-
mental truths.

First, praise God for a renewed view of Scripture With the advent
of the printing press in 1440, there were suddenly a lot Bibtes. Not
only could people have Bibles, they soon came to haame tiranslated
into their own languages. Not only did they have tiit#eBin their lan-
guage, they were encouraged to read it. Not only did #eay it, but as
they did they found they could understand it and apply ingeéves in
their own lives! Imagine how those Christians felfter centuries of
depending on someone else to tell them what had beeenarit a lan-
guage they could not understand, they could pick up and readefar th
selves!

We should be struck by how greatly we are blessed wieeconsider
how we struggle to pick between numerous good translati@ts you
realize what a privilege it is to have even one Bihlggour home (and
some of us have 20) and delight to open and read it often?

A second cause to praise God is the renewed understiimy that
God gave to His people regarding salvation During the middle ages,
many came to believe that salvation was tied togoaigood person or a
good church member. Certainly Christians should staugetfaithful to
God and to be like Him, and as we are we will certaicome better and
better people. But the Reformation reasserted thettnattwe can never
be good enough to deserve salvation. We are saved soléBodiig

grace through faith in Christ. We cannot be good enoughvio @ar-
selves. No mere human can save another. But Christ aadl did do
everything necessary to save us from sin and reconcite@sd.

Do you ever pause to praise God that you are saved Enbesmuse
of Christ? When you have had some great success aribraestly a
little full of yourself, be reminded that God gave you sasde spite of
yourself. From His perspective, you still did not do itfeetly and He is
the one who made it work out the way it did. When yolelmessed up
(again) and feel you must be the greatest failure inmréd, and to be
honest you cannot see any reason for anybody toléxeenou (not even
you do at the moment), remember that Christ knew exadtigt you
would be like as He died for you on the cross. RemethbgrChrist has
done it all and suffered it all in your place.

Finally, praise God for the way He used the Reformationd trans-
form our view of the Christian life. By the time of the Reformation,
many had come to believe that the “layman” was nentlost spiritual of
people. As a farmer or mother or merchant you could fotlawer of
Christ, but if you were “really spiritual” you would becoraeriest or a
nun, and if you were “reallseally spiritual” you would become a bishop
or even a cardinal. The Reformation was a time whath r@minded His
people that all Christians are still sinners but alsatsai

For the last three Sundays in October, we will actuadl looking at
these three areas — Scripture, salvation and theti@hrige — in our Sun-
day morning sermons. Let it be an occasion the pigkfor the free-
dom and privilege that we all have in Christ.

Pastor Marty
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Plan to join us orReformation Sunday, October 35
following evening worship, faupperand atime of fellowship

Menu: hamburgers, hotdogs, bratwurst, sides tea & dessert
(yes, there will be sauerkraut!)

Hamburgers, hotdogs, bratwurst, buns & tea will be supplied;
Please sign-up to brina side(potato/ pasta salad, fruit/ veggie tray, etc)
or your favoritedessertsign-up sheet is in the narthex

& & >) # Jan Robbinsand Dolly Thorn are now heading up our Me
Ministry (which provides meals for families/ indluals when there is a seriol
illness death in the family, upon the birth of a child, etc.) Requestselp may be
submitted to Jan Robbins (325-6198) or the church office (877-3267).
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TheOctoberedition of is available (free of charge)
to all members and visitors; pick up your copy (in the nartroyt!

The Adult Choir will rehearse Wednesdays, 6:00—6:40 PM,
Please contact Annette Stubbs (288-3066) for more information.
Newcomers are welcome! Bk
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Saturday, October 2% 7:00—9:00 AM; sgn-up sheet is in the nanhe@




“Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation”t [ 1

There are many combinations in American culture that eng successful.
Batman and Robin are the perfect combination againstnaisnin the comics.
Peanut butter and jelly is great for a quick meal. TomJand/ was one of the
funniest cartoons ever. In Brazil, you do not have a “reaith if you do not
eat rice and beans. In our spiritual life, our Lord Jesne gs the perfect combi-
nation to overcome sin and eviliatch and prayi

Christ spoke these words in one of the most difficult masnefHis life: the
hours He spent in the Gethsemane before His arrest. Aild tih disciples
could barely stay awake, the Son of God was doing exactly Ménaistructed.
If Christ sought intimacy and communion with His Father in mi@ment of
affliction and temptation how much more we, who still héaleen hearts and
sinful nature, need to do the same.

Now, how to apply this instruction in the various momefitsur life? In the
middle of distress, anger, frustration and sadness, hovatith? How to pray?
Let me suggest some ways to put our Lord’s instructianpractice.

First, watch for the weak spots in your heawll of us have the tendencies
to fall in specific sins, therefore search your heartliese weak spots and avoid
situations that could raise them up. As you find your weakss be also mind-
ful that you can’t overcome them without the grace of Gudl power of His
Spirit. Then, present to the Lord your weak spots, with équénspirit and a
sincere heart willing to be changed.

Secondly, watch your words and conversatioRemember that things we
say are supposed to edify and encourage one another. Wameasndful of the
great perils of the tongue when he wrote “the tonguefieaa world of un-
righteousness.” Our unguarded speeches can cause others (@s ouetielves)
to sin greatly; therefore be careful of what you sagk&sure your words will
glorify God and express a grateful heart for the manyshigs He has given
you. Refrain your tongue from harsh comments or jokesntiagt upset or hu-
miliate others.

Thirdly, do not miss opportunities to prhiRemember the example of Nehe-
miah, in the moment of most pressure, he addressednGoduick pray. Have
you been using this practice for your spiritual benefit?elVtempted to talk
back to your parents or those in authority, when presswyeaihers to indulge
in sinful attitudes or actions, address your Lord in a gargk urgent prayer. He
will surely answer you!

May our Lord bless you and keep you a watchful and praysefwant of
Him.

~Breno
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by Carolyn Root

Founded in 1988 on the model of old Princeton, Greenville Preslmyteria
Theological Seminary (GPTS) is committed to training pewsge, articulate
preachers of the Gospel in the historic Reformed faithmiltséstry is to train
pastors firmly rooted in the historic Reformed Faith wha faithfully shep-
herd their flocks. GPTS trustees and faculty annually affirnr ghanmit-
ment to fully adhere to the Westminster Confession of Faiththe Larger
and Shorter Catechisms.

Chapel is held at 11:15 am Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday and is
open to anyone who would like to attend. Tuesday sermons arelfyene
given by pastors from the community. On Wednesdays Dr. Pipa is continuing
a series on the book of Job. The chapel schedule is listed at
http://www.gpts.edu/studentlife/events/chapel.php

On October 9-10 Greenville Seminary is holding a book sale ¢Fr3da
pm, and Saturday, 9 am - 3 pm). Donations of theological literature as well as
general literature (including children's books, homeschool matedaffee
table books, etc.) are all welcome. All proceeds from thewill benefit the
Smith/Singer Library of the Seminary. Cash donations towargtinehase
of books for the library are also welcome and may be seahetattention of
the Library. All donations need to be received by Saturday, October 3. This is
scheduled to be an annual event. If you are willing to help witlsake (by
collecting donations, setting up shelving, and moving books the weéle of
sale, helping with checkout the day of the sale, etc.), pleasectéutdy
Wortman atwortman@gpts.edor 864-322-2717 Ext. 309).

Other Special Events in October:

Friday, October 2, 1-3 pm — Pastor Bill Shishko of the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church in Franklin Square will lecture on Protestaibffer Martin
Bucer. (Pastor Shishko will also preach in chapel at 11:15 that same day).

Friday, October 9, 12 noon — Kerry Orchard from Wales Evangelical
School of Theology (WEST) will give a presentation to studantsalumni
on the WEST doctoral program.

Friday, October 9, 1-3 pm — Dr. Tom Holland from Wales Evanaglelic
School of Theology will give a lecture on the New Perspective on Paul.

Friday, October 30, 1 pm — The Creation Study Group will show a docu-

mentary film on Charles Darwin entitled “The Voyage That dkhthe
World.”

Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary
864-322-2717 864-322-2719 fax
200 East Main Street, P.O. Box 690, Taylors, SC3796
Taylors, SC 29687

www.gpts.edu
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