
them to lunch; then tell them you’ll swing by to bring them with you to 
church beforehand! 

 

 Second (this makes a good occasion to put in a plug for our Fall Retreat 
at Lookup Lodge), Dr. Rod Mays, our featured speaker, will actually be 
speaking on the theme of the Church and the World, or Christians and 
their interaction with our culture. I’m certain it will be an opportunity 
for all of us to have our eyes opened to possible avenues to reach out and 
engage the world. The setting is a short drive away and beautiful in the 
fall! 

 

 Also, remember that God has given you opportunity to pursue 
“positive” change within your spheres of influence. It might be through 
building a company on Christian principles, or by shaping a corporate 
culture to reflect the change brought by the gospel. It might be in your 
“setting a tone” or being an example of humility and faithfulness in your 
school or workplace. Sometimes the opportunities mean speaking up, but 
just as often they will mean acting with quiet integrity. The opportunities 
to explain an act of faithfulness may not come until years later, but God 
is at work on His timetable and not ours! 

 

 Finally (I’ll say it again), see the increased contact you have with 
others in the fall – be it work, school or neighbors back from vacation – 
as an opportunity to have a greater impact for the kingdom. We are 
not of the world, but we are still in the world; and rather than hiding our 
light or serving as “ornamental salt”, Christ is using us to preserve and 
transform a world that He came to redeem. 

 

 ~Pastor Marty 
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by Martin H. Martin 
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What goes through you mind when you think of our contemporary cul-
ture? Do you enjoy it? Does it cause you to wince? Do you see it as 
something to be avoided or transformed? If you see it as something to 
transform, how do you envision that happening? Do you believe it will 
happen slowly or quickly? Will it be through your own personal involve-
ment or through electing the right people to go off and change it for us? 

 As I think about it, I know many who are actively involved in seeking 
to transform culture. Both Senator Jim DeMint and Representative Bob 
Inglis are Ruling Elders in our denomination. I have friends that work 
diligently to apply Christian principles to the corporate cultures in which 
they labor. Sadly, though, I think we more often spend our time trying to 
avoid our culture (fearing its corrupting influences) or failing to apply the 
gospel to the “secular” things in which we participate most of each day. 

 Let me encourage you to consider, especially as we move into the fall 
and a new school year, how the Lord is bringing you opportunities to take 
the gospel out into the culture. We have numerous young adults who 
have gone or returned to major universities. We have others who have 
stepped into new high schools, middle and elementary schools. Others of 
us have now begun to spend a great deal of time around individuals from 
various spiritual backgrounds as we stand on sidelines, work in school 
stores and help chaperone trips. We should see all of these things as oppor-
tunities to be salt and light, to go and engage our culture with the gospel. 

 Pray that the Lord would give you a burden to see the transforming 
effects of the gospel, not just in your own life but in your community. Let 
me also suggest some avenues through which you might participate in 
bringing the gospel to those who need it: 

 

 First, invite people to church! That sounds incredibly obvious, but 
how often do we neglect to do it? Remember that we are just completing 
the first phase of renovations to the sanctuary, something we have done 
to better accommodate growth in the body. As you meet new folks at 
school, in extracurricular activities or at work, look for opportunities in 
the conversation to discern whether or not they have a church home and 
invite them to visit if they don’t. If they are not church-goers at all, invite 
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Phone: (864) 877-3267   Fax: (864) 877-0564 
Email:  office@fellowshippres.org 
Website:  www.fellowshippres.org 
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The September edition of ���������  is available (free of charge)  
to all members and visitors; pick up your copy (in the narthex) today! 
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The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated (and a special Mercy Offering  
received) on Sunday, September 13th, during evening worship.  
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 A total of $3330.00 was given to the 
Building Fund in loving memory of Mr. Ron Hughey. 

�

�
	���� ��	����
�����#$��
	����%&�������������'( �� %�
 

Plan to join us on Sunday, September 13th, following evening worship, 
 for a picnic supper (with sundaes!) and a time of fellowship. 

 

Menu:  sandwiches, chips, lemonade & sundaes! 
 

Please bring a tray of sandwiches or your favorite sundae topping. 

The office will be closed on Monday, September 7th, for Labor Day. 
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Saturday, September 26th; 7:00—9:00 AM  

Sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 
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 A thirteen week Communicants’ Class (taught by Pastor 
Martin) will begin Sunday, September 13th (during the Sunday School hour). If 
you have covenant children that you think are ready for this class (or have any 
questions), please contact Pastor Martin (877-3267 or office@fellowshippres.org).�
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 Summer is over (at least almost) and classes have started again. Maybe you 
are returning to your same old school, to the same old friends and professors you 
already know. Maybe you are going to another school, meeting new people 
and being introduced to new subjects of study. Maybe you are at college now, 
enchanted with the new environment, challenged by the fact that now you will 
be living on your own, away from you church and parents. 

No matter what your background is, allow me to remind you of some princi-
ples that the Scriptures set up for you that, if meditated upon and followed, will 
bring great profit for your soul while your mind is engaged in your studies: 

Be careful and selective with your company. It is common sense that the 
easiest way to corrupt your character and behavior is by spending time in the 
company of those whose principles and values does not match yours. Be attentive 
to words, gestures, conversations, and attitudes. They will reveal who those 
around you truly are. Evaluate them according to the standard of the Word of 
God, those patterns with which you are acquainted. Remember: “blessed is the 
man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers.” Psalm 1:1. 

Do not neglect your devotional time. Literature, science, mathematics and 
other subjects will feed your mind but not your soul and they are equally manda-
tory for your life. If you have to give account to you teachers of your home as-
signments remember you also have a God, the Creator of all things and your 
Savior, to whom you also need to give account for what you do with your soul. 
Face this responsibility not only as an obligation but especially as a necessity 
and a delight. Set up a specific time in the day to perform this duty and faithfully 
stick to it. Remember: “but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on His 
law he meditates day and night.” Psalm 1:2. 

Always test what you hear with Scripture. Man has always been looking for 
the truth about things. Are there true values? Is there absolute truth? These are 
questions that have been afflicting humanity since the fall and the answer is yes. 
True values and absolute truth is found only in the Bible. Therefore, you are to 
filter all the ideas that you hear through that which is immutable, unchangeable 
and worthy of all trust. The Bible will never lie or deceive you. It will always 
guide you to the truth. Remember: “Your word is lamp to my feet and light to 
my path.” Psalm 119:105. 

In all situations remember to shine the light of Christ. The world has its 
own definition of being “cool.” It may be disguised as something good but in the 
end it is generally being mean and cruel to others, unkind and merciless, culti-
vating pride and seeking revenge. All these things go against Christ and His 
teachings. They also go against the new nature given to the sons of God by His 
Spirit. Fight against this false idea by being nice and ready to help. Be kind, 
ready to forgive and to turn the other cheek. Remember: “but the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23. 

 May our Lord bless you and keep you in this new school year. 
 

       ~Breno 

The Buckners are feeling blessed through old friends, new friends, and 
cool air-conditioning, which tempers the Hong Kong (HK) heat and hu-
midity.  

 Leslie Bishop, from Covenant PCA in Nashville, spent a Saturday 
with them after SEA (Summer English Adventure, sponsored by OMF). 
This was Leslie’s fourth year. The Lord continues to use SEA to build 
bridges of friendship with the local Hong Kong church and PCA 
churches. Kevin and Diane Ma co-direct this ministry with local HK 
church leaders. 

 James has been networking with the Reformed community of Hong 
Kong, including Ambrose and Crystal Tse, Steven Chan, and Sam Ling. 
Ambrose and wife Crystal are church planters sent by the Taiwan Re-
formed Presbyterian Church. Steven is in his third year at Westminster 
Seminary in California. He is an intern at the Chinese Evangelical 
Church of San Diego, one of their supporting churches. Steven, originally 
from Hong Kong, has been able to meet weekly with James for prayer, 
and assists with various projects: summer camps, house meetings, 
preaching, and attending the theological lectures of Dr. Sam Ling, who 
lectures in the U.S. and HK several times a year. His recent series in Can-
tonese on Romans 1-8 was well received. Please pray for these men as 
they teach the Word of God and equip others to lead His church. Their 
websites are: Ambrose: http://agapelifemission.org; Steven: 
h t t p : / / w w w . c e c - s d . o r g;  a n d  S a m : 
http://www.chinahorizon.org/live/index.php. 

 The house group in Fairview just completed the series “Living in the 
Light of the Gospel” by World Harvest Mission. James preached on that 
subject August 23 at Discovery Bay International Community Church. 
August 25 he left for a three-week trip to the U.S., to visit sons Joe and 
David and mother Gennie.  

 The Lord has given Ruth various part-time jobs over the summer, and 
she has applied to take an advanced painting course at HK Baptist Uni-
versity this fall. A balanced combination of study and work would seem 
to be good for Ruth at this point.  

 The Buckners thank you for your faithful financial support and for 
your prayers for their family and all the people to whom they minister for 
His Name’s sake.  

 
James and Bonnie Buckner 
13 Lotus Road, Fairview Park 
Yuen Long, NT Hong Kong 

jbuckner@psmail.net 
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by Carolyn Root 


