
believers as children, but he also writes as a father who knows he has to 
say some hard things. 

 Then there is the end of his life. Certainly Revelation is a glorious 
book which communicates powerful images that must have been almost 
overwhelming for John to witness, but remember the setting in which he 
writes. John is now old (probably around ninety), all of his old friends 
have probably gone ahead of him to be with the Lord, persecution is now 
breaking out regularly against the Church and he himself is living out his 
last days in exile. 

 It would be very easy to be tired and discouraged. So how does God 
encourage John and through him encourage the saints of his time and even 
us? God shows him heaven! God also shows him what will happen across 
the panorama of history and ultimately in the end. Why? To remind John 
and us that God is working all things toward a glorious end! To show us 
again that the best days are certainly ahead! To remind us that Christ is 
not being delayed by Satan pushing Him back, but Christ is waiting Him-
self until He has finished gathering the full number of His people! Christ 
is still doing work, is still saving souls, is still sanctifying us and will cer-
tainly bring us into the full realization of joy in His due time. 

 What are the things that cause you to grieve even now? Perhaps it is 
the loss of a loved one, or the sin of a loved one, or illness, or uncer-
tainty. Whatever it might be, John reminds you and me that this will not 
continue forever. He reminds us that the work of the kingdom is still go-
ing forward. God is saving more every day. God is using you and me to 
encourage and serve them. And God is making you and me more and 
more ready for the glory that is to come. 

 ~Pastor Marty 
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As we mature in Christ, and as we have more of this life behind us 
and less of it ahead, I think we become more mindful of the hope of the 
gospel, that is the certainty of glory that awaits us as Christians. Little 
more than a month ago, the Lord was pleased to gather to Himself our 
brother Ron Hughey. 

 Ron was blessed to grow up in a Christian home as a son of Beach 
Street Presbyterian Church in Gaffney, where his father served as a Rul-
ing Elder. Ron and his family were also charter members of Fellowship 
Presbyterian Church where he himself served as a Deacon and then a 
Ruling Elder since the earliest days of the church. The church has re-
ceived numerous memorials in Ron’s honor, both from friends inside and 
outside the congregation. Many have expressed their love for Ron as a 
faithful Christian, co-worker and friend. 

 However, I really don’t write this to “memorialize” Ron, nor even to 
grieve our temporary loss of him. Rather, it reminds me that this will 
always be the way of this age, and yet Christ is constantly moving us 
toward better days, until He returns again. We were recently reflecting in 
an Officers meeting on the Revelation to the Apostle John and could not 
help but see how it applies to our own situation. 

 Remember who John was. He was perhaps the closest personal friend 
of Jesus, “the disciple whom Jesus loved”. He was likely among the 
younger of the Apostles and along with his brother James and Peter was 
part of Jesus’ “inner circle”. And he was right there to watch his Lord and 
friend die on the cross. All of this is recorded in the Gospel which John 
leaves us. 

 Of course John saw his Savior risen and experienced the growth of 
the early church, but then it was not long before his own brother James 
was martyred by the sword. Can you imagine! On one hand it must have 
been very sweet to serve as an Apostle alongside his own brother; but 
how heartbreaking must it also have been to see that brother die. 

 Then, some time during his life, John gives us three more books of 
the Bible – the Epistles of John. God obviously gives His Word through a 
very wise and godly man, but you can tell from the content of those let-
ters that John no doubt lived through some trying things. He addresses 
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Phone: (864) 877-3267   Fax: (864) 877-0564 
Email:  office@fellowshippres.org 
Website:  www.fellowshippres.org 
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The August edition of ���������  is available (free of charge)  
to all members and visitors; pick up your copy (in the narthex) today! 

There is a Session meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 11th, at 7:00 PM. 
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Saturday, August 22nd; 7:00—9:00 AM  
 

Sign-up sheet is in the narthex. 
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The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated this Sunday,  
August 2nd, during morning worship.  
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��������� �
�������� ������� ��Our sanctuary renovation is in progress; 
remodeling work will continue over the next several weeks. 
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����� ����� ������� � �� �� �� � A total of $2255.00 was given 
to the Fellowship Presbyterian Church Building Fund in loving memory of 
Mr. Ron Hughey by dear friends, family and co-workers. 
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Please contact Elizabeth Hill (268-5185) to sign up/ 
make menu plans (hamburgers/hot dogs will be supplied). 

 

Needed:  Grill Masters & Game Coordinators 
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 We are all very familiar with the passage in the Gospel of Mark that 
informs us about the dialogue between Jesus and the Pharisees concern-
ing the proper way to observe the Sabbath. While the apostle were walk-
ing by the grain fields, feeding themselves by plucking the grain and 
separating the kernel from the husk, this spiritually blind group of people 
condemned them for their actions and Christ for letting them do it. 

 Through His answer our Lord clearly teaches the principle of neces-
sity. The Pharisees were setting rules beyond Scripture and misunder-
standing God’s commandment. Jesus and the apostles (not having a fixed 
house and pantry to stock food) were not breaking the commandment 
given by God the Father, but rather the Pharisees’ tradition and their dry 
and hard interpretation of that commandment. 

 According to the text, Christ said something of much importance for us 
today. He said “the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”   
I’ve heard really strange interpretations of this sentence. One of the worst 
is that Jesus meant that since the Sabbath belongs to man, he can do with 
whatever he wants. That is a very misleading conclusion. Christ did not 
say that the Sabbath belongs to man; He said that it was made for man. 
The day still belongs to God, He is maker and creator, but God made and 
sanctified the Sabbath day and gave it to man as a gift, so that man would 
use it for his own benefit. 

 That statement shows us an important truth: we have a need embed-
ded in us that must be met during the Sabbath. If the Sabbath was made 
for us, it is because we need it! There must be a need embedded in us 
since creation that cannot be met during the other days of the week but 
only on the Sabbath. And this need concerns our spiritual hunger. We 
were created to have constant fellowship with our God and He created a 
specific day when we can be feed. 

 Christian, be aware of this need of your soul. Do not neglect it! Your 
spirit needs to be feed by the word of God, by the administration of the 
sacraments, by the fellowship of the saints. Use the Sabbath for what is 
was intended. Spend time in prayer, reading the Scriptures or other lit-
erature that will elevate your thoughts toward God. Come joyfully to 
Church, to meet with those who will inherit heaven with you and spend 
time with your family, the closest brothers and sisters that you have. 

 If we use the Sabbath for what it is intended, we will be healthy 
Christians, we will enjoy a closer relationship with our God who created 
and saved us, we will be strengthened over the enemy of our souls and 
be ready for the eternal Sabbath in which we will live when our Savior 
returns. 
 

      ~Breno 
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