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by Martin H. Martin ]

The question (whether it is asked in these words or nootfjinely
comes up for me, whether it be on the phone or atmessble — how do
| minister to someone who is making a mess of his ofifeebut has not
yet been brought to repentance? | want to help, bat edn | do? As a
pastor, | have asked this question more than once miggelfsee Chris-
tians in every stage of life wrestling with this issuehave been person-
ally blessed to have several godly older men give me gcédaver the
years, but | have also been struck by certain thingd et in through
the pages of Scripture, things that are very pointed sudigal.

First, remember that you won't talk anybody out of sinl think we
sometimes think if we can just be gentle enough, wirsenough, ar-
ticulate enough, relevant enough, that we can get peoplstén land
change. But it is not your place or mine to change anybddiyly the
Spirit of Christ can do that. Remember that when theyating ruler
came to Jesus, he was told what to do; but he turnédvalked away,
and Jesus let him walk. He loved his possessions,vee lois sin, he
wasn'’t willing to give it up and Jesus didn’t try to ardum out of it.
You can show someone what God says, you can confrontsihgiyou
can urge them to repent; but you can’t make them do it.

Second,you won’t convince anybody what God says is tru¥ou
can tell them what is true and show them how itliagpo them and why
it is important, but you cannot make them believaacept it. God struck
Pharaoh with 10 plagues, told Pharaoh He was goimyp it, why He was
going to do it and that he needed to listen; budrBbh’'s heart remained
stubborn. Hevouldn’t believe because he didniantto believe.

So what should we do?

First, point them to Christ. Tell them what Christ says about where

they are (and if you read through the gospels you seeCioist said a

lot!). Show them the obedience of Christ as the ashtio their disobe-
dience. Make it clear that the ultimate problem isthetconsequences
they may be suffering, and not even the sins that bawsed those con-
sequences, but the sinfulness of their heart from whicket sins con-
tinually flow. Explain to them the goodness and mercyloistto meet

a sinner, even a sinner as bad as they are, right Wwheyeshe is and His

faithfulness to deliver from the bondage to sin.

Second,pray. Pray God would send His spirit to change their
hearts, to make them see sin as sin, to make them loath taite, to
make them desperate for change and to make them see eshateh-
dured that we might be delivered. In other words, praty@ua would
do what He alone can do. Pray that God would open theg &ysee
what is as plain as the nose on their face! It isools they need Him.
Pray He would open their eyes to the obvious.

Finally, stay out of the way and leave room for God to wk.
Now before you over-analyze that last sentence for agesall accuracy,
| realize that God can and will work as He choosegnoift spite of us.
But | think we too often actually hinder the process gergance by
“enabling” people to persist in their sin. We love theWe don’t want
to see them suffer. We don’t want to see those artherd suffer. But
in an effort to soften the landing we can inadveryetitind the habit”.

There is a reason Paul says to hand someone “ovgatém”. It is
not because he wants them to suffer, but because he twantshe feel
the misery of their sin (and never forget tlaeg miserable) so that they
would be brought around to repentance. His goal is nobaitkily their
expulsion but theirestoratior

It is hard to watch someone suffer the effects rof iVe care about
them. We want to spare them pain. We don’t want th flusm away.
In our more selfish moments we even want the gloryeaiidpthe hero.
And in our efforts to avert the consequences ofngnsometimes keep a
sinking ship afloat long enough for it to get farther out to selaimanly
speaking, we make the consequeneesse anddelay repentance! We
mean well, but it never goes well.

May God give us grace to love the lost and rebelliougnd to
make it clear to them that we love them, but also taake it clear to
them, through us, that what they need is Him!

~Pastor Marty
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Plan to join us orSunday, April 19", following evening worship,
for a picnic supper(with sundae¥ and a tme of fellowship

Menu: sandwiches, chips, lemonade & sundaes
pd
Please bring dray of sandwiche®r your favoritesundae topping="

The sacrament of tHeord’s Supperwill be celebrated
on Sunday, April %', during morning worship.

5:30 PM: Supper >/ 0,1/ " 0,2. 3/ "
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6:00 PM: Choir Rehearsal
6:40 PM: Devotional & Prayer Time ; Catechism " & 64
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There is a Session Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Aptil, 4 7:00 PM.

Update The Building Committee is currently pursuing the necesss
permits/ approval to move forward with the projeztemodel/ reconfigure
(and refurbish!) the sanctuary and fellowship area

Calvary Presbytery will meet Thursday, April 39:00 AM at Bailey Manor.

TheApril edition of is available (free of charge)
to all members and visitors; pick up your copy (in the nartreyt!

Saturday, April 28'; 7:00—9:00 AM

Sign-up sheet is in the narthex.
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Lillian McCumber likes to knit. Elizabeth Hill like®tsew. They had
both asked the Lord to use them, to allow them to stinie talents
with others. The Lord blessed in an unexpected wayattest last sum-
mer when Marty and his family were on vacation. Jack i@t filled
the pulpit in his absence. Sherri, Jack’'s wife wadgitbehind Lillian
and Elizabeth in the sanctuary. Having met them onlgeoseveral
years before she remembered their interests in knitiimd) sewing.
After some general conversion Sherri asked Elizabetht wha was
doing with her retirement. Elizabeth said that was updfscussion. A
month later over lunch with Sherri plans were madelitian and
Elizabeth to share their talents with Internatisna the Clemson Cam-
pus. In the fall Lillian conducted a 5 week series of knitteggbns with
4 Asian ladies in the Campbell home in Pendleton. Thebesldrom
China, Taiwan and Thailand were enthusiastic students éadearn
how to knit. Miss Lillian really had to work hard ttiex teaching sched-
ules and find new projects to keep up with her students desiearn.
The ladies were so focused on their work it was hageterate casual
conversations with them. They were friendly respondimgmly each
week with warm hugs and greetings. But the opportunity toesthe
Gospel didn't present itself. The classes came to drasrthe holidays
approached and people made plans for the break in thel yeao. But
sewing classes were scheduled for early in the New edrthree of
the four ladies would be returning for the sewing classes

In January Elizabeth and Lillian traveled to Clemsoth®home of
a Clemson Presbyterian Church member. She graciouslyuslwe
could use her basement for our six weeks of classes. Bagssment!
From a wall of windows we could see the Clemson golfsgmucampus
and the mountains beyond. What a wonderful setting fornaekly
gathering. This time we had five students; one from Taiwaee from
China and one from India. Again the same excitementata leut now
they knew each other a little better and began to share about them-
selves during our breaks. Sherri provided transportatioth®idadies,
refreshments and some on site babysitting for one of tikears. Each
week began with warm greetings and hugs. They ended thevgayne
When the ladies made purses from placemats one of doheemv ex-
claimed she could use it to carry her Bible to the &mnchurch in
town. Little attempts were made to share during diasshe real work
was happening outside of class. Sherri told us the les wkclasses
that our knitting and sewing classes had been ttadysa God had used
to open the doors of communications and to develogcloendships
among the women and with her. Two of the ladies weraditig a
women'’s Bible Study at Clemson Presbyterian beforeirmpno sewing
class. Monica a native of Taiwan has been a Christiathfee years.
She had participated in a Bible Study at home before ngpria the
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states. She had witnessed to Erica another memlmer @roup. Erica
wasn't interested right now but Monica knew we shoulepkieer in our
prayers.

As for the language barriers; we did just fine. We weradthat we
would have problems communicating but they had excellegfulzge
skills. We did laugh a lot and had to be creative in givvramples and
definitions but the best form of communication washigirtfaces, warm
smiles and lively eyes communicated so much more thaw@rsis.

Perhaps we will never know in this life if these youngmven come
to the Lord but it was a treat to have a small pa@aad’'s work by shar-
ing our talents. We had the pleasure of meeting youagnen from
across the world while only driving 40 miles from oot door. Hope-
fully we will have more opportunities to share our skigh these
young women and others as the Lord permits. Please Jesbpand

Sherri  Campbell in your
prayers as they minister with
Internationals at Clemson.
Oh, by the way, Sherri has a
weekly cooking class for
women so they can learn
about American cooking and
share their favorite dishes as
well.

~Elizabeth
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(Fellowship will pay $170 of the $340 camp cost;
leaving a balance of $170/ per camper—scholarships are availak
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