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by Martin H. Martin .

So how have you weathered the last few weeks economidddiy?s your
portfolio? Your business? The security of your job? As I type stock market
is oscillating up and down like a yo-yo; the electionne aveek away with each
candidate promising that his plan will lead us out of t@emic doldrums into
future sustained prosperity and various analysts offer eiffetheories on what
brought us to this point. | confess that | am no economist am concerned,
especially as we approach both Thanksgiving and Christreasorss in which
we celebrate God’s provision in two tremendous ways$,Ghastians be mindful
of two crucial things that are not always discussed ameng

First, we live in a culture of extraordinary affluence, consumption and
discontent; and we need to be among the first to knowledge the part our
greed and discontent play into why we are where ware economically
Takingit a step farther, Christians need to have humiligarding ways in which
the materialism and consumption of the world has been thrivingur own
hearts. In other words, the materialism and greed ipusiotout there”. It is not
“Wall Street CEOs” that are exclusively to blame. lassas well.

My grandmother was born about one hundred years 8pe and my
grandfather began their life together as sharepggpand worked their way up
to owninga small general store. They lived through two worldsveend a depres-
sion and still managed to put through college all of tbleildren who desired to
go. | remember when my grandfather died during a cold ibee in 1995 and
my wife and | flew back from St. Louis for me to attehé funeral. That first
night, as we all sat around my grandparents cold, one-hundredigietarm-
house, Celanie began to get cold and asked if there wag &he could borrow.
My grandmother took her upstairs and opened a trunk containing ledtgnd
new robes! As she sifted through them finding one for Celemivear, my wife
asked her why she had so many. She replied that people weeltieg a new
one every Christmas, but that the old one she had still edihe!

That occasion made a stark impression on me — my grandnhattidived
her life finding ways to make do with what she had, not findag to acquire
what she did not have. In the following years, bhs aged and the old house
beganto deteriorate due to her inability to maintain ititdsad been at one time,
she continued to enjoy her home with satisfaction ratharviith discontent.

I am not saying that Christians cannot buy nice homemjprove the ones
they have or anything of that sort. | am also not sayingaiwa of us personally
cause the collapse of a multi-billion dollar intational corporation. But
how often have we been guilty in kind if not in degg How often have we
overextendedaurselves, or spent all of our resources on oursebeEmuse we
have been discontent and craved for more. How oftee Wavcycled further and

further into debt, piling one credit card onto another, rathen delighting in
God’s provision and seeking to be faithful with what tde bntrusted to us. How
often do we fall into the thinking that someone else neeiigdovene so that we
experience no immediate loss rather than striving to Ipomeible to labor in the
opportunities and be responsible with what Providence has tedtriesus? The
wise Christian sees the struggles of others and re@sgiaw he has tended
toward the same path himself. In other words, the hangithive see happening
to others, even to non-Christians, should be an occastepeaftance for us.

Second, no matter what happens in the coming montls even decades,
our heavenly Father is still in control and is goodto His children. Has your
portfolio taken a beating? God will see to it tiyau have enough. Do you wonder
if social security will be there when you retire? Godpped out the answer to
that question before He formed the globe of the earth!clinent trials that we
are experiencing as a nation should simply remind us of howvHas always
worked all things for His glory and our good.

Think back to the first Thanksgiving. We have in our mingsions of the
meal, with the large gathering of Pilgrims and Indiansabse that is what we
associate with the holiday. But do you remember whemtleal was celebrated?
In December of 1620 the English landed at Plym&ubkk but many became ill
so it took longer than planned to erect buildingsl &ouses. During the first
winter, 45 of the 102 settlers died with a total of 53 beingldeihin the first
year. 13 of 18 adult women died that first winter with oflgurviving the first
year. So by the time they celebrated the first Thanksgivess than half of the
original settlers remained and less than one quartéheofwomen! Yet they
praised God for His provision and even rejoiced in thiéve tribes that He had
used to preserve them. God carried them through great wrigtlsHe provided
their needs.

Even more than Thanksgiving, consider what we celebratghastmas.
Retailers are concerned that this will be one efwhorst shopping years in decades
because people may not be able to afford to gifts tp the degree that they
usually do But two thousand years ago, God provided somethingiofte cost
in order to purchase our salvation. Christ did not jgiteén the belt or do with-
out for a season or a few years; the glory rightfully ki laid aside for a lifetime
in order to become truly human, to live, die and riseftorsalvation.

So how will we as God's people celebrate these glar®gifts in a time
when we might not have as much as we usually dd”might just be a glorious
opportunity, in ways that we consider “humble”, to delighthe lengths to which
God has stooped to provide for us.

~Pastor Marty
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(following evening worship)
Meat (pork tenderloin), rolls & tea will be provided

Please sign up to bring a side dish
(rice, potatoes, mac & cheese, vegetables, etc.) or desse

Sign-up sheet is in the narthex.
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The sacrament of theord’s Supperwill be celebrated (and apecial offeringfor
our Mercy Ministry received) on Sundajovember ¥, during evening worship
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A Session meeting is scheduledTaesday, November 1 at 7:00 PM.

The deadline for bringing your gift-filled sh
boxes isanytime on Wednesday, November"@emember to include your $7.00
more in each shoe box). Don’t miss this tremendous opportunity dopbet of the
Samaritan’s Purse project to bring gifts, hope and most importahty, t
gospel to these children. ~Thank you, Gwen Hughey ﬁ

De

The office will be closed November"2& 28" for Thanksgiving holidays.

. =P 66 @. 7
3-A-4-=>2# 66 @. oF
54 7 e ' # ) 7 @# I8
T o T O L U U
[N Py
928 o4
Tos &% ( £y yx 4 &
[N Py
& &
n [

& ! $ # % i
928 o4
[N Py
& &
& &

rhr{hrhrhrhrh 5 p B b R B Ll o o el el o e e e e e e e

FEFFEFFFFFFFFRNFFFFFFFFFFEFFTEFRREFEFREEEE TN
TheNovemberedition of is available (free of charge)
to all members and visitors; pick up your copy (in the nartregyt!
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December-January Newsletter deadline is Thursday, Novemb#r 13
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Guillermo is a church planter in Zihuatanejo, Mexico. He hisdfamily have
served 13 years with Presbyterian Evangelistic Fellowdtijs. fall Guillermo trav-
eled to Santiago, Chile and the Yucatan Peninsula, viteeheld evangelism clinics.
They were thankful to see 48 professions of faith! The VideMs Church continues
to grow. Some of the newcomers are adults and youth eithed the sports complex
dedicated in July in memory of Austin Whetsell.

The Salinas children — their “miniature missionaries” —ravdonger miniature!
Sarah Gracecontinues managing her store. It is a tremendous respdaydinilher,
but she brings friends home with her often, where manydeaen to the Lord
through the ministry of the family. In Augustandie Beth started courses in physi-
cal therapy at the University of the Valley of Mexico tfwfear and trembling), but
she is studying hard and doing well. She has not lackefmrmnities to give an
answer for the hope that is in her. During the sumBilly finished an apprentice-
ship in the pastry department of the Las Brisas Hobahpteting 242 hours of work
without pay but learning a lot. He used his new expertiseate a beautiful cake for
the Independence Day celebration at the Vida Nueva Chur¢touggh he did not get
to accompany the Agape Puppets to Ireland, he is a keymperfa the puppet min-
istry in Mexico.Stephanie Annealso participates in the puppet/drama ministry.

On September 16 the puppet team celebrated Mexico’s Independepndsy Da
presenting a sketch with Mexico’s history from the pointiew of the animals of
Mexico: donkey, buzzard, iguana, toad frog and tropical fistoncluded that true
liberty comes only through Jesus Christ. This presentatem aw the Vida Nueva
Church, but now they have permission to present it, as wéfleastory of the prodi-
gal son, at the city’'s main recreation court as part@fyafunction for families. On
October 31, Reformation Day, they will present a dramtherife of Martin Luther
— as a Christian alternative to pagan celebrations Bbwigen and the Day of the
Dead on November 2. Please pray for the Salinas fatiéyr, church, and their zeal-
ous ministry in Mexico and beyond.

Rev. and Mrs. Guillermo Salinas
Apdo. 600, Zihuatanejo, Guerrero 40880, MEXICO
52-755-554-6696 home 52-755-115-0843 cell
gsalip@prodigy.net.mx www.pefministry.org




